RESEARCH BASED PHARMA COMPANIES COMMITED 

TO SOUTH AFRICA

Constructive Dialogue With Government   

Innovative Medicines South Africa (IMSA), an association representing over 35% of Research-based pharmaceutical companies in South Africa has been actively engaging with the Department of Health on the proposed new medicine pricing Regulations.  We support the principles of the proposed Pricing regulations which will result in greater access for more South Africans to affordable medicines.
IMSA distances itself from comments made in the March 24, 2004 Business Day article (titled “Drug Firms Threaten To Quit South Africa”) and similar articles, and reiterates its desire for an effective partnership with the Department of Health on the way forward in medicine related issues.  

In our continued interactions and face-to-face representations with the Department of Health, we have had an opportunity to share our common objectives, voice any concerns we have had and constructively presented proposed alternative solutions and recommendations.

We strongly believe that we can contribute to the Department of Health’s objectives of achieving more affordable medicines for South African Patients.  

It is our hope that the final regulations will result in more South Africans having access to innovative medicines, such as those manufactured by IMSA companies, whilst encouraging continued growth and investment in the research-based pharmaceutical sector in South Africa."
Additional Information: Innovative Medicines South Africa

IMSA is a pharmaceutical industry trade association formed by six of the major multinational pharmaceutical companies in South Africa and representing some 35% of the private prescription market. The member companies are Aventis, Lilly, MSD, Novartis, Pfizer and Roche. The association was formed early in 2003 in the knowledge that it was time for the pharmaceutical industry to accept responsibility for its role in health reform and to work with the Government to achieve its health goals.
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