IMSA (Innovative Medicines SA) celebrates one year of “doing things differently”

IMSA was formed in April 2003 by like-minded pharmaceutical companies who recognized that “the way to survive” in the changing environment is through partnerships with Government. The approach followed by the Association, under the leadership of the founding chairman, John Kearney of Pfizer, was particularly focused.  The key objectives agreed and actively followed by the group include

· ensuring patient access to innovative medicines in South Africa

· protection of, and respect for, intellectual property

· maximizing the effectiveness of the medicine registration processes

· upholding ethical medicines marketing principles

Fundamental to IMSA’s focused approach is a deliberate intent to work with the Ministry of Health in the implementation of health policy and to cooperate around issues of access to medicines.

Chairmanship of IMSA now moves for the second term to John Fagan.  John has spent 19 years in the pharmaceutical industry in South Africa and is currently CEO of Aventis. The initial grand challenge will be the smooth implementation of the pricing regulations.  Commenting on the learnings of IMSA, as a new stakeholder association, during the very tense period around the pricing regulations, John identifies the importance of 
· a unified broad alliance for industry, 
· constructive engagement with Government
· the value of referenced, audited information when sharing views with other stakeholders, and 

· the value of company leaders engaging “hands-on” in times of change.

IMSA recognizes, in addition, the folly of an aggressive stand-off fight in the press.
“Our challenge going forward, is to be part of a changing new healthcare system and to be prepared to embrace and adapt to change.  The key principle we should always get back to, (as from Cicero), is that the good of the people is the chief law”.    
For further information or to set up an interview with John Fagan, contact:

Val Beaumont – Executive Director Innovative Medicines SA

52 Glenhove Road, Melrose. 2196

082-828-3256

011-880 4644

Fax: 011-880-5987

val@innovativemedicines.co.za

www.innovativemedicines.co.za
Innovative Medicines SA represents companies comprising 35% of the private prescription market and include:

Aventis Pharma, Eli Lilly, MSD, Novartis, Pfizer Laboratories, Roche.

