IMSA says “Good News for Patients!”

Johannesburg – 23rd April

IMSA’s initial reaction to the announcements, made by the Honourable Minister of Health, Dr. Manto Tshabalala Msimang, relating to the pricing regulations, is that it is good news for patients. We will however have to wait until we have seen and studied the actual regulations, which we understand will be available soon, before making an informed comment.

IMSA has always supported the Government in its endeavours to create a transparent medicine pricing system in South Africa, which would also make medicines more affordable and accessible for the broader South African public. To this end, it is our wish that the substantial medicine savings of up to R3 billion be passed on to the South African public.

We have learnt from the constructive engagement that we have had with Government and the Pricing Committee over the last few months on the proposed regulations. 

The dialogue has been open, honest and the information sharing has been beneficial for all of us to better understand the needs of the South African patient. We hope to and will work towards continuing the dialogue with Government over the coming months.

We are encouraged and pleased by the Minister’s announcement on the regulations and feel that the outcome will lead to a more balanced and positive result for the Department of Health, the pharmaceutical and health care industry and most importantly, for the patient.

After the Minister of Health’s announcement, it is reassuring to South Africans that they can look forward to broader access to cost-effective, innovative, life-saving medicines. Furthermore, patients will now know exactly the cost of their medicines as charged by us, the manufacturer.

In essence the patient should receive medicine savings and pay a maximum price no matter where medicines are bought.

IMSA represents Innovative Pharmaceutical Companies making up 32% of the private medicines market.  
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