IMSA attracts a new member and appoints an Executive Director.

17 September 2003

IMSA/Exec Dir/1 of 2

Innovative Medicines South Africa has made tremendous strides in securing support from leading pharmaceutical companies, with the announcement today that Roche, a top ten pharmaceutical company in South Africa and globally, is the latest company to join bringing the membership to six comprising approximately 38% of the market for prescription medicines in South Africa. The six members are: 
· Pfizer Laboratories (Pty) Ltd

· Aventis Pharma (Pty) Ltd

· Eli Lilly (SA) (Pty) Ltd

· MSD (Pty) Ltd

· Novartis South Africa (Pty) Ltd 

· Roche (Pty) Ltd

Jorg Rupp, CEO of Roche SA comments that: “Each of these companies is making a significant contribution to improving the health care of all South Africans by discovering, developing and introducing new life-saving and life-enhancing medicines, that make a major difference to people’s lives. For this reason, we believe our joining IMSA is a positive step towards achieving the goals of the innovative pharmaceutical companies in this country.” 

IMSA has also announced that Val Beaumont, former managing director of the Health Science Academy, has taken up the position of Executive Director, with effect from 1 September 2003. 

Val started the Health Science Academy, an accredited health-care training and consultancy company, over 15 years ago. She has been involved in training private pharmacists, members of the public sector and the pharmaceutical industry. Her experience is well rounded in the health care industry, with extensive contributions made in the pharmaceutical, health care, training and pharmacy arenas. 

According to John Kearney, Executive Chairman of IMSA and CEO of Pfizer SA: “Val is a registered pharmacist; an elected member of the SA Pharmacy Council, a Vice-president of the Pharmaceutical Society and member of the governing body of CHIETA.” 

Val says: “When the opportunity for new challenges arose in my professional capacity, I jumped at it, as my heart is in the industry and I see this position as a one filled with personal growth, change and mental stimulation.  I believe that IMSA is aligned with the objectives of government and was drawn to it because I believe it is an organisation that wants to do things differently and ultimately become a major contributor to health care solutions in South Africa.”
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Adds John Kearney: “IMSA’s mission is to demonstrate the value of innovative medicines and their contribution towards improving overall health, while enabling timely access for patients to new medicines.

“We are delighted to have Val on board as she brings a wealth of knowledge and experience from both the public and private sectors. We are confident that she will play a vital role in creating an environment that fosters innovation and investment in healthcare, which will enable support and education for doctors, health professionals, pharmacists and patients.”

Contact details for IMSA:

Postal address
: PO Box 2008, Houghton, 2041

Telephone number
: +27 (0)11 880-4644

Facsimile number
: +27 (0)11 880-5987

e-mail: info@innovativemedicines.co.za

or 

Tanya-Lisa Elston

Pfizer SA

Tel: 320-6151

ENDS

